NMRFU Injured Players
Foundation

After many frustrating months (started
investigating setting up this Foundation 2 years
ago) dealing with the Charity Commission and
then opening and closing bank accounts (!) we are
there.

and Keith Skirving. If your club wants to discuss
the Foundation then please do contact one of the 3
Trustees. There is a simple online application.
As well as setting up a new bank account we have
also set up a dedicated email address to use for the
Foundation which is - nmrfuipf.application@
gmail.com
Keith Skirving
Chair of CB Club Support & Development

There are 3 Trustees initially for the Foundation
who are Roger Parsons, Charlie Hemmings

Bill Worth

After 3 years NMRFU has a new Volunteer CoOrdinator, Bill Worth, of Yardley & District and
Junior Vice President of NMRFU.

Steve Guy
RFU Council Member
M: 07900 251091
E: candsplanthire@btconnect.com

Bill is taking over from Keith Skirving who has held
the post for over 3 years. Keith has stepped down
from the post so that he can concentrate not only on
his role as Chair of Club Support & Development but
also as the Lead on the CB’s Centenary Charity, My
Name’5 Doddie Foundation.

Finding volunteers in any sports club today is most
challenging due to various pressures members find
themselves under and rugby generally does well,

Paul Kaminski
RFU Council Member
M: 07802 567049
E: paul.kaminski049@btinternet.com

but there is always room for additional volunteers.
To that end NMRFU organised breakfast meetings
earlier this year to discuss and find best practice
within clubs.
Recognising volunteers is important as is recruiting
new volunteers and Keith will be working alongside
Bill over the next few months and wishes him as an
enjoyable time in the role as he has had.

Other Changes Within the CB

With Bill moving on to the 2 roles mentioned above Steve Franklin (from Bournville RFC) has been elected
as NMRFU Competitions Chair whilst retaining the role of Competition Administrator of the NMRFU Cup
Competition. The Administrators for the various levels of NMRFU Competitions are:
NMRFU Cup - Steve Franklin: Tel: 07971 981061 and email roosie77@hotmail.com
NMRFU Shield - Robin Glover: Tel 07845 779018 and email rghglover49@gmail.com
NMRFU Vase - Tony Harbutt: Tel: 07859 848456 and email anthonyharbutt:gmail.com

There have been some changes within Safeguarding, Rugby Safe and Inclusion with all 3 areas falling within
the Governance Sub-Committee. The details are:
Safeguarding Manager is Clive Haley - 07884 235790 and clive.haley@gmail.com
Rugby Safe Manager is Mark Goodfellow - 07595 301877 markg.nmrfu@gmail.com
Inclusion is John Barclay - 07734 105920 johntrustrugby@gmail.com
With the various sub-committees within the CB there are other opportunities available for anyone who is
interested in becoming involved - please contact Keith Skirving, Chair of Club Support & Development if
you would like to become involved.

Find us on social media

Robert Bray
Honorary Secretary
M: 07790 290210
E: robertbray767@btinternet.com
Roger Parsons
Honorary Treasurer
M: 07976 298788
E: roger.parsons@cedarcourt.net

New CB Volunteer

Keith has really enjoyed the role as it has involved
him in visiting well over half the Clubs in the County
getting to see the work and efforts put in by the army
of volunteers and catching up with genuine rugby
people. Volunteers have been recognised through
The NMRFU Annual Awards, trips to Twickenham,
watching a number of matches from hospitality
boxes at Worcester Warriors and highlighting long
service recognition.

Charlie Hemmings
Chairman
M: 07967 259379
E: charliehemmings@btinternet.com
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Our mission - To support the development and
sustainability of Clubs and the growth of the Game in the North Midlands area.
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In this issue...

NMRFU President in the
Centenary Season

North Midlands RFU
Centenary Season
and Other Noteable Anniversaries
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At this year’s AGM Charlie Hemmings announced
that the NMRFU Injured Players Foundation would
be available from the start of the 2019/20 season we are pleased to be able to confirm that it is now
in place.

NMRFU

Judith Phelps
President
M: 07773 326439
E: phelpsfam2@icloud.com

/North Midlands RFU

Gordon Wood
Senior Vice President/Chair of Playing Development
M: 07986 868958
E: gjwood.nthmids@gmail.com

Bill Worth
Junior Vice President/CB Volunteer Co-ordinator
M: 07926 447478
E: bill.worth@blueyonder.co.uk
Keith Skirving
Chair of Club Support and Development
M: 07810 321056
E: keithskirving@gmail.com
Stuart Potts
Chair of Governance
M: 07708 020521
E: stuartpotts@therfu.com
Paul Bolton
Communications and Media
M: 07966 102495
E: boltonpaul1@live.co.uk

@NorthMidsRFU

Designed & printed by
Rotary Creative Group
01299 823839

You will be aware that NMRFU is celebrating its
centenary this season and we would like all clubs
within the CB to join in with the celebrations. On the
following pages you will see that we have adopted the
Doddie Weir’5 Foundation Charity for fundraising and
would like to challenge all clubs to raise some money
for this charity. There are a number of events to take
place during the season and would ask that you watch
out for these both on our website as well as social
media.

• North Midlands RFU
Centenary Season

• Mitsubishi Motors
Volunteers of the Year
• Message from Bill
Sweeney
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• Choosing Doddie
Wier’5 Foundation

• Note from Jill Douglas

• Ref’s Corner

• Reminder to Clubs
about 17 year olds
playing adult rugby
• Noth Mids RFU
Club Benefits

At the AGM (at the end of June) Judith Phelps was unanimously elected as
President at the start of NMRFU’s centenary season. Judith is the first lady
President the County has had in its 100 year history. The Past President, Rob
Bray, is seen above handing over to Judith her Presidential Blazer Badge.

Judith has previously served North Midlands as Safeguarding Officer, and was also the first
female President of Shropshire RFU. She was awarded a prestigious Torch Trophy in 2015 in
recognition of her outstanding voluntary service to rugby in North Midlands.

This season also see the North Mids Refs Society (NMSRFR)
celebrate 100 years since their Society was formed.

Note from the President,
Judith Phelps
What an honour to be elected to President of North Midlands RFU. It’s a role I take on with both
pride and humility bearing in mind those who have gone before me. I will do my best to be a
good ambassador for both North Midlands RFU and the game we all love.

So what a delight to have my first ‘outing’ at Ross on Wye Rugby Club where volunteers at the
club have worked incredibly hard to add a club room to their building. Many members past and
present were there. Guests who helped cut the ribbon to officially open it, included ex British
Lions and England player Dusty Hare and Simon Cohen, a former Ross player who is now Leicester
Tigers CEO.
During the day I was privileged to present certificates recognising the contributions of a number
of the club’s volunteers. The event was rounded off with a women’s Touch competition. A lovely
day at a thriving, friendly club - even the weather gods smiled on us.

And this season sees the 40th anniversary since Market
Drayton RFC played their first match.

• MNRFU Injured
Players Foundation

• Other Changes within
the CB

Visit us online at
northmidsrfu.co.uk

The 2019/20 season is also the 50th Anniversary of the
formation of Kidderminster Carolians RFC from the two
former town sides - Kidderminster RFC and Old Carolians
RFC. It is not commonly known that Kidderminster Harriers
F.C. (now a member of the Football League), were once a
very successful rugby union team. Starting life as an athletic
club in the mid-1870s, they formed a rugby club and were
successful.
The “Harriers” had six very happy seasons. They had a good
fixture list with plenty of top clubs, and to the surprise of
many opted for soccer in the late 1880s. This was about the
time of Association's real rise, and the other rugby clubs in the
area also gave up. It was not until 1923 that Kidderminster reformed. In 1937 another club emerged, namely Old Carolians.
They were the old boys’ team from King Charles 1st Grammar
School that had been in the town for some four hundred
years. The 1939-45 war saw the Old Carolians cease playing,
but Kidderminster played on throughout the period. Carolians
started up again in 1948, and for many years the annual
Derby was eagerly awaited. There had always been talk of an
amalgamation, and although there were opponents in both
camps, it eventually came about in 1969.
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• New CB Volunteer Bill Worth

The CB is working on a Centenary Publication building on the
book produced by Barry Bowker’s book covering the first 50
years history of NMRFU. We intend including information
about every club within the CB and a questionnaire has been
sent to all clubs - if your club has not completed this please
do so in order to help Peter Grace (who is compiling this
publication) obtain accurate information.

Thank you, Ross for the warm welcome.
Judith Phelps, President NMRFU

Find us on social media

/North Midlands RFU

If your club has a significant anniversary then please do let
North Mids know.

@NorthMidsRFU

North Midlands RFU
Centenary Season

By the time this edition of Rugby Matters is at your Club some events will have been
held, namely:
• Greater Birmingham RFU; Evening at “Hennessey’s” in Birmingham on 7th September
where the speaker was Roger Uttley.

You will be aware that 2019-2020 is the Centenary Season. North Midlands have decided
to adopt and support the Doddie Weir Motor Neurone Disease Charity “My Name’5
Doddie Foundation”. We would invite all clubs within North Mids to join us in organising
events and collecting money for this great charity. The Charity is about increasing people’s
awareness of Motor Neuron Disease (MND) and it’s 5 main aims are;

• Re-enactment of the first fixture NMRFU ever played against Edwardian FC on 8th
September at Edwardian’s Streetbrook Road ground.

• To raise funds to aid research into causes of MND

Other events being organised are:
• County wide Golf Competition - your club will be contacted with details about this shortly.

• To investigate potential cures for MND
• To make grants to individuals suffering from MND to enable them to live as
fulfilled a life as possible

• Birmingham Moseley RFC will be contributing part of their Autumn Lunch auction
to the Foundation - the lunch was on 20th September and the speaker was David
Campese.

• For Rugby Clubs and fundraisers to have fun in activities it chooses to support
The Foundation

• Other clubs are also in the process of organising fundraising events so look out for these
on social media and the website.

Be Part of the Cure

A few ideas for clubs to consider, Charity box on the bar, bucket collections at games,
auctions at lunches/dinner, Burns Supper, World Cup breakfast, bike ride, fun run, raffles
and other events you are happy with. For larger events we have access to speakers
supporting The Foundation but would require a good lead in time to arrange. All money
collected to come to North Mids who have a dedicated bank account for The Charity.

“...to be told you have MND is devastating news, from the start I wanted to
do something to help people who are going through the same as me. We are
committed to helping finding a cure for this devastating disease, but also to
helping people whose lives have been affected by MND” - Doddie Weir, British
and Irish Lion and Scotland lock.

Mitsubishi Motors Volunteers of
The Year North Midlands RFU Events
Two events were held recently within the county at Bournville RFC and Greyhound RFC
(Hereford) where around 70 volunteers, who had been recognised by someone at their
club, enjoyed a buffet meal and drinks and mixed with other volunteers, NMRFU committee
members, local Mitsubishi dealership staff and the RDOs.
Their hard work within their clubs was recognised and each was presented with a certificate
and a small gift by England Red Rose players Lydia Thompson (at the Bournville RFC event), Lark
Davies (at the Greyhound RFC event) and Rob Bray from NMRFU.
At each event there was one overall winner who will be attending a black tie dinner at
Twickenham in September, with a guest. The winners in North Mids were:
Sally Gwilliam of Greyhounds RFC and Brian and Mandy Platts from Dudley Kingswinford RFC.
The NMRFU Committee trust Sally, Brian and Mandy will have a tremendous day at Twickenham.

Message from Bill
Sweeney - the new
RFU Chief Executive
I am sure that this will be a
fantastic season for North
Midlands Rugby, with
centenary celebrations and a
Rugby World Cup putting the
spotlight once again on our
sport.
I was delighted to become the

Find us on social media

The Centenary Committee have specialist promotional material to decorate your club
house for your function including pop ups and banners. Doddie shirts, bow ties, headbands
drinking glasses etc. are also available. Steve Guy and Keith Skirving will be only too happy
to discuss with your committee any of your ideas and give assistance/advice. We can visit
your club and show a video of Doddie talking about MND which is really inspirational.
Steve Guy, Centenary Committee Chairman:
Email: candsplanthire@btconnect.com Tel: 07900 251091
Keith Skirving, Centenary Season Charity Lead:
Email: keithskirving@gmail.com Tel: 07810 321056

RFU Regulation 15 allows 17-year-old players to play adult rugby except in the front row. The
Regulation allows clubs to seek approval by first obtaining the Club Approval from NMRFU and
Reminder to clubs about the playing of 17-year-olds in adult rugby
then seeking approval for the individual player(s) from the CB.

Club
Approval
Process and Notes
Both forms can
be found
on www.englandrugby.com/regulations
Carl Hogg and Doddie Wier

Jill is a TV presenter and is married to Carl
Hogg, who played Scotland alongside Doddie Weir and has coached at Gloucester,
Worcester, Scotland U20s and has just joined Ospreys as their forwards coach.

RFU Regulation
15 allows
players
to play
adulttorugby
except in the front row. The
When complete
the17-year-old
Club Approval
should
be sent
cbplayerapproval@gmail.com
Regulation allows clubs to seek approval by first obtaining the Club Approval from NMRFU and then
seeking approval for the individual player(s) from the CB.

Listening to Jill explain the background to the Foundation we quickly realised that this
was a great opportunity for the County to help. Through the Foundation they will help
us to raise funds through stash, speakers (with sufficient advanced warning of dates)
and publicity. We feel that it is great that we can contribute to finding a cure to what
Doddie describes as this awful disease”.

When complete the Club Approval should be sent to cbplayerapproval@gmail.com

Jill did say that it was important to Doddie and the Foundation that in raising funds
we had FUN - so once again please do your bit to help and at the same time have fun.

Clubs should be aware that penalties for playing a 17-year-old without approval include the
deduction of league points.

Both forms can be found on www.englandrugby.com/regulations

Should you wish further explanation contact the CB Playing Approval Officer who for the

Clubs should be aware that penalties for playing a 17-year-old without approval include the
2019-20
is: points.
deduction
of league

ShouldGordon
you wish
furtherChair
explanation
contact
the CB Playing Approval Officer who for the 2019-20 is:
Wood,
of Player
Development
Gordon Wood
Chair of Player Development cbplayerapproval@gmail.com
Email:
cbplayerapproval@gmail.com
Tel: 01952-419966 or 07986-868958
Tel: 01952-419966 or 07986-868958

The steps
basic steps
The basic
are: are:

Keith Skirving, Chairman Club Support & Development

Club Completes the Club Approval Form and sends
to the CB Playing Approval Officer.

Jill has kindly sent the following message.

The CB Playing Approval Officer will undertake RFU
required checks and Approve or Reject.

Note from Jill Douglas -

CEO My Name’5 Doddie Foundation

Approval

“We are delighted to be the charity partner
for North Midlands RFU centenary year. We
look forward to a fantastic year of celebrating
with the County, Clubs and Rugby Family and
would like to thank you all for your support.

Rob Bray - President NMRFU, Local Mitsubishi Director,
Sally, Representative from Mitsubishi Head Office and Lark Davies

My Name’5 Doddie Foundation has received incredible support from the rugby
community since we launched in November 2017 and we greatly appreciate this special
relationship with North Midlands and its clubs over the coming months.”

Approval

Full details are available on the NMRFU website using the link below
https://www.northmidsrfu.co.uk/reminder-to-clubs-about-the-playing-of-17-year-olds-in-adult-rugby/
northmidsrfu.co.uk/reminder-to-clubs-about-the-playing-of-17-year-olds-in-adult-rugby

Brian and Mandy Platts with Lydia Thompson

over the past 12 months. Male numbers stabilised in the last year
but we are very aware of the pressures upon the Male XV game.
Numbers of women and girls taking part increased and represent
a great opportunity for the overall good of the game. Compared
with 2017/18, we had 219 new teams across men, women and age
grade boys and girls.

Of course, this is all helped by a nationwide volunteer workforce
of more than 100,000 without which the game would not thrive.
I know that huge work goes on behind the scenes week in, week
out, and would like to thank all in North Midlands who continue to
devote so much time to making sure others can enjoy the game.

Numbers taking part in rugby union have been holding their own,
despite team sports in general suffering a significant decrease

Yours sincerely
Bill Sweeney

@NorthMidsRFU

Rectify Rejected Reasons
and re-submit to the CB

Full details are available on the NMRFU website using the link below

Ref’s Corner

The RFU is committed to ensuring investment in the community
game remains significant. As we sustain and grow the game
Rugby Development remains our biggest workforce, with
some 234 employees across the country.

Rejected with Reason

Rectify Rejected
Reasons and resubmit to the CB
Playing Approval
Officer

The Player can now play Adult Rugby - however a League Registration is required if the
Player is to play League Rugby

Jill Douglas
CEO - My Name’5 Doddie Foundation (Charity)

I’m looking forward to a challenging and transformational year,
as we restore stability and look forward to a period of focused
reinvestment and growth.

Rejected with Reason

Club now completes the Player Approval Form for
each Player seeking approval and sends to the CB
Playing Approval Officer for Approval.

Doddie has spent many happy times in the
area, attending club dinners and meeting the Jill Douglas and Doddie Wier
wider rugby community and would like to send his congratulations to NMRFU on their
centenary year. We are very much looking forward to working with you all to mark this
special anniversary, to raise funds to help find a cure for motor neuron disease, raise the
profile of this devastating disease and support families affected by MND.

RFU’s Chief Executive last May and to be leading what is essentially
a very strong and committed organisation and the governing body
of a sport which I am passionate about.

/North Midlands RFU

Reminder To Clubs About the Playing of
17-Year-Olds in Adult Rugby
Club Approval Process and Notes

With many fantastic charities around, your
CB wanted to focus on one that was current,
had a connection with rugby and one that
we could help raise its awareness as well as
raising funds. Steve Guy and I heard about the
Doddie Weir Foundation and arranged to meet
its Chief Executive, Jill Douglas.
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• To make a difference to the lives of those coping and battling with MND

• Centenary Dinner at St Johns Hotel in Solihull on Saturday 20th June 2020 where we
will be presenting a cheque from NMRFU on behalf of all of the clubs to the Trustees of
the Doddie Weir Foundation.

Choosing Doddie Weir’5
Foundation As Chosen Charity

North Midlands RFU

Club Benefits

What can we do for your Club in 2019/20 season?
• £300 Contribution towards a Howdens ‘Player Income Protection Policy’.
• North Midlands Injured Players Foundation launched to assist removing ‘barriers to
playing’. Simple online application.
• Pitch Barriers available at a 50% Discount £30 (£25 + VAT).
• RFU First Aid Courses - £25 (50% of cost) refund for up to 5 participants per Club
successfully obtaining the Certificate.
• Seeking to support innovative initiatives to Recruit, Retain and Re-engage Players Let us know what you are doing.
• Actively supporting recognition and rewarding of Club Volunteers - Let us know who
they are!
• North Midlands Cup Rewards - worth participating?
Main - Winners £2000, Finalists £1000
Shield - Winners £1330, Finalists £670. Plus Shield Plate Winners £660, Finalists £340
Vase - Winners £1330, Finalists £670. Plus Vase Plate Winners £660, Finalists £340

Find us on social media

/North Midlands RFU

@NorthMidsRFU

